   Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                

   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today July 23, 2023, the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS: July 23rd and 30th - Bridget & Christine Campbell, 3rd person to be announced; Aug. 6th and 13th - Marie Herb, Donna Novinger, 3rd person to be announced; Aug. 20th and 27th - Terri Herb, Shirley Miller, and 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: July 23rd - Seth Guertin;  July 30th - Marie Herb; Aug. 6th thru 27th - Sue Faust;  Sept. 3rd thru 29th - Marie Herb.
LAY READERS: July 23rd - Carolyn Nye;  July 30th - Ed Dobbin; Aug. 6th - Donna Novinger; Aug. 13th - Bridget Campbell. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: 23rd - Donna Novinger;  July 30th & Aug. 6th - Marie Herb;  Aug. 13th & 20th - Ed & Peggy Berra;  Aug. 27 & Sept. 3rd - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We began Season Two of “The Chosen” on July 2nd; we will finish watching the first lesson video on July 9th. Please join us. See Sharon Fetterhoff for Season Two book if you didn’t get one.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.
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                                  July 23, 2023

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost

    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

July 23, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Seth Guertin                   

L:  God has given us life.
P:  God has given us the good earth.
L:  God has given us people to love.

All: God has given us Jesus Christ. What more can we ask?

  L:  Come, let us worship the Lord our God!
      *Hymn -       “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”        Page 97    
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, we know that while we are in the world we will always be confronted with all kinds of sin and evildoers. Lead us not into temptation, and grant us wisdom, courage, and strength to resist the evil, that the day may come when we will shine like the sun in your kingdom. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 86:11-17 (Responsive)                                  
  L: Teach me your way, Lord, that I may rely on your faithfulness; 
P: give me an undivided heart, that I may fear your name.
L: I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your name forever.
P: For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the depths, from the realm of the dead.
L: Arrogant foes are attacking me, O God; ruthless people are trying to kill me--they have no regard for you.
P: But you, Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.
L: Turn to me and have mercy on me; show your strength in behalf of your servant;
P: save me, because I serve you just as my mother did.
L:  Give me a sign of your goodness, that my enemies may see it and be put to shame,

P: for you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

 We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, goodness and love. We believe in Jesus Christ, His son, our Savior and Lord, Who for us and for our salvation lived, died and rose again. We believe that by His Resurrection the souls of the faithful will live forever. We believe in the Holy Spirit, inspiring us and enabling us to understand the meaning and message of Christ. We believe these things in our minds, and hearts, and proclaim with our voices. Amen.
Hymn -                             “Trusting Jesus”                     Page 355  
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:     Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (Pg. 119 N.T. Pew Bible)   
                                  Carolyn Nye, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:                     “Saints and Sinners”     
Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -                “When We All Get to Heaven”               Page 542   

     CHURCH CALENDAR
July 23 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
July 24 - 7:00PM - Search Committee Meeting

July 30 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Aug.  1 - 700PM - Deacons Meeting (No Elders meeting in Aug.)
Aug. 4 - 10:00AM-7:00PM - Free Back to School Yard Sale at Valleys

Aug. 5 - 10:00AM-2:00PM - Free Back to School Yard Sale at Valleys

Aug.  6 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online -        Hymnal; Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Marie Herb, Ann Hale; Special Prelude by Norine Goss.

Aug.  8 - 5:30-7:00PM - “Free” Community Meal at Valleys
PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS: Halifax Food Room is collecting  the following personal hygiene items during July and August: toliet paper, feminine hygiene items including pads and tampons, toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo, soap, deororant, shaving products, laundry detergent donations can be brught to Valleys or taken to the Halifax Community Church (it was Halifax United Methodist Church). Also Garden produce (tomatoes zucchini, and lettuce) is welcome as well.

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday August 8th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Hot dogs & Hamburgers, Macaroni salad, Baked beans, fruit(watermelon or cantaloupe), Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. Aug. 3rd. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
          PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Family & Friends of Karen Kahler; *Lesher Family & Brooke Croutharmel Howell & Family;*Esther Masser; *Pastor Gail Boyer, (had surgery); *Dawne Wilks, (surgery on July 31);  Barbara Wild & Family; Dennis Leitzel; Diane Shaffer; Barbara/Dennis Croutharmel; Gloria Duttry; Ed Dobbin; Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor; Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law); Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Goldie Wert, (Carol Miller’s sister-in-law);  Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad; Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Baby Jaylynn,  (granddaughter of friend of Carol Miller); Collin & Caleb, (Carol Miller’s great-grandsons);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
       2023 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are collecting donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. More donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 151 students, with 17 families returning to shop after the yard sale and we took 55 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.

When:     

          Friday August 4th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) 

            Saturday Aug. 5th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) 
 Where:

           At The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 

      School supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
      Deadline for donations is Sunday, July 30th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 

      Helpers are really needed to sort clothing to August 3rd. Please come between 10:30AM to 3:30PM on Monday thru Friday or call church office if you wish to come at another time.
     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 4th and 5th.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 

    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from July 11th until after the yard sale.)

     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 

 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.       
                                 LOOKING AHEAD….
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: Volunteers are needed to help with “Fresh Impressions” shopping at Wal-Mart on Tuesday August 15. Please see Ed Dobbin or call the church if you can help. More details will be in upcoming bulletins. 

FELLOWSHIP MEALS: Beginning in September we will again have Fellowship Meals. The date has not yet been decided (it will not be the first Sunday in September as that is Labor Day weekend). The date will be announced in future bulletins and in the September/October newsletter.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME: We will begin to have coffee and cookies time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have some fellowship time after church on Sundays.  If anyone is willing to help by donating cookies, please see Marie Herb.
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will have a kick off for Sunday School for all ages in September. A meeting will soon be announced to discuss more details. Look for more details in the September/October newsletter.
PULLED PORK DINNER: Valleys will have a Pulled Pork Dinner on the 1st Saturday in October, October 7, 2023 from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu will be Pulled Pork, mashed potatoes, filling, corn, coleslaw, dessert and drink. Call the church office for tickets or more information.
FRESH CORN - If anyone is able to donate fresh ears of sweet corn (yellow preferred) for the Pulled Pork Dinner, please call the church office. 
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service if Seth, or Leon or Bridget is unavailable or wish to take time off.  It is always good to have more people trained to handle doing things if they are unable to do it.  Please see Seth or Bridget or talk to Marie, if you are interested.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for July 23, 2023

Invocation:

Mighty God, everything you do reveals your glory and majesty.  Open our eyes to see what you are doing in our lives.  We cannot comprehend the number of blessings you pour out on us from day to day.  As we gather today around your name, we pray that you would fill our hearts, our minds and our souls.  Transform us Lord, and make us more like you.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 86:11-17 - Responsive; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Sermon:



"Saints And Sinners”
As I mentioned in my sermon last week, I know that we have all at one time or another wondered about why God permits evil in our world.



Or on a more personal level, why does God give us new birth and new life in Baptism, but then still leaves sin and death in place?  We are forgiven of our sins, but there is still sin and evil at work to tempt us and at times we given in.

Well thankfully our parable today of the wheat and weeds addresses this issue, not with a direct answer to the problem of evil in our world, but with the indirect reply that premature judgment would be destructive to Christ’s work.

And as much as we would like to rid the world of evil and sin, the very act of weeding them out now would risk destroying our faith in Christ as well. And so, the question that we are left to think about is “Why does God tolerate evil in the world?” And the answer from the parable of the wheat and the weeds is this: “Because God wants every last grain of wheat in His barn and wants nothing that He has sown to be destroyed.”

Listen to this parable again in another form. “A farmer sowed good seed in his field. While he and his workers slept during the night, his enemy slipped into the field under the cover of darkness and sowed weeds.”

Unfortunately, the weeds looked just like the wheat.  So, nobody realized what had happened until the seeds begin to sprout and the plants begin to bear fruit.  And it was at this point the shocking truth was revealed.  Weeds were growing among the wheat.

The servants could not believe their eyes.  And so, they questioned their Master stating: “Master, Did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?”

And the Master responds: “An enemy has done this.”

So, the servants propose a plan of action. “Do you want us to go and pull up the weeds?” But the Master rejected their idea and instructed his servants to let everything grow together in one field so that when the harvest did come His reaper could sort them out and throw the weeds into the fire and put the wheat into the barn.”

And that is how it will be at the end of the age.

So how do we then interpret the parable and what does it all mean?  And where should we focus our attention?  Well, to begin with, we are told that God did not introduce evil into the world.  His enemy did.

The enemy introduced sin, disease, and death into God’s good creation. The weeds are the enemies planting, not God’s.  So, what should we do about the weeds among the wheat?

In our text this morning, the workers were eager to do something about this problem. Concerned about what the weeds would do to their harvest, they came up with a plan to pull the weeds and rid the field of these weeds. The workers proposed to get rid of the weeds before the weeds could ruin what they had worked so hard to sow.

But the Master had a different plan in mind. Catching the servants off guard the Master instructed His servants to let the weeds and wheat grow together until the harvest season had arrived.

Do nothing, the Master informed his servants, until it is time to gather up the fruits of the harvest and enjoy its benefits.  But until then, both the weeds and the wheat are to receive the same treatment.

Now most of us, I think, would think that this is rather unfair.  Why should the weeds get the same water and sunshine and the same compost and cultivating as the wheat? Why should we spend our time and energy on these weeds when we want nothing to do with them in the first place?

The disciples, in our Gospel were confused.  Wanting to know why the weeds were not to be pulled, they asked Jesus to explain the meaning of the weeds in the field to them.  After all why was it so wrong to pull the weeds and protect the wheat?

And the answer that Jesus provides surprises us all.  The weeds and all that is evil in our world is nothing more than a temporary annoyance and distraction to what God is doing in our world.

God’s focus and attention is on the wheat, and not on the weeds. God does not want to lose even a single stalk of wheat due to our efforts to rid the world of the weeds. And that is why God patiently tolerates the presence of the weeds in His field rather than risk uprooting a single stalk of wheat.

For you see the passion of the farmer for his wheat represents God’s passion in Christ to save us. So why does God tolerate all the evil in the world? It is so you and I might come to fruitful faith in Christ Jesus and be raised from the dead clinging to Christ for our salvation.

Evil is a part of our world and sin is so deeply entrenched in our lives that to eliminate sin and evil would mean our destruction.  We would all be cut down by our attempts to rid the weeds in our lives.  All of us who have been baptized are both Saint and Sinners and we could not pull up the Sinner without uprooting the Saint.

I think I can easily demonstrate this.  What if God tried weeding out every person who has ever sinned from our congregation?  Would there be anybody left?

What if God asked everyone who has ever put their trust or security in something other than God to leave, or excused anyone who has ever cursed others in God’s name or has ever failed to pray and give thanks to God to leave?  Who would be allowed to stay?

What if God eliminated everyone who has ever stolen something or gossiped, or coveted their neighbor’s house or spouse or property or possessions?  Our sanctuary would indeed be an empty place.

Rejoice and be glad because the message of today’s parable is that there is to be no sorting the Sinner and the Saint before the end of the age, and that if we try to sort the weeds from the wheat, we will damage the harvest. Therefore, the church is not given the task of eliminating sin from the world but told to go and apply Christ’s death and resurrection to the lives of sinners.

And the “Good News” this morning is that the One who directs His harvesting Angels is the same One who died on the cross for us, the One who forgives us and offers us His Body and Blood. We are all a precious harvest to Jesus, so precious that He is willing to put up with the weeds for us.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Our gracious and loving Father, we come to You today in Jesus’ name, the name that’s above every name in heaven and on earth.  How comforting it is to know that You’re in control of the world and even the whole universe.  Things happen all over the world that are troubling and confusing, but we know that You’re never surprised.  You’re also in charge of the world and the affairs of our lives, and You’re never surprised.  Things happen to us that we don’t understand, and we have questions and wonder why things are as they are.  But there are some things we won’t ever understand and some things we don’t need to understand, at least not for now.  So, help us to trust You even when we can’t see the outcome, because with our hand in Yours, we’ll make it through.

We pray for those with sicknesses and physical problems.  You are the Great Physician and You know just what we need and how to meet all of our needs, both physically and emotionally, and we uphold them this morning.  We pray for __________________________________.

We pray too for our nation and the leaders of our nations.  They need the influence of the Holy Spirit as they make vital decisions day after day that effect us, not only today, but for years in the future.  We are thankful for all those that know You and call upon You for Your direction and guidance.  We pray for Your influence in the affairs of our nations.

Thank You for Your presence with us right now in this service because we sense that You are here.  Drawing us closer to You, encouraging us and lifting us up.  We pray these things in the name of Jesus our Savior who taught us to prayer . . . “Our Father . . .Amen.”

Benediction:

God be your comfort, your strength; God be your hope and support; God be your light and your way; and the blessing of God, Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of life, remain with you now and forever.  Amen.

